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APPROACHING HISTORICAL PROCESS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF 

MENTALITY CONCEPT: THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ASPECTS  

 

Eudochia Saharneanu and Cristina Lazariuc  

Moldova State University 

 

As a result of researching the conditions for establishing the theoretical-methodological 

framework of the mentality concept and its diversity of meanings and specific defining aspects, 

we find that the multidisciplinary nature of approaches that have coagulated over time presents the 

phenomenon of collective mentality in its evolution from its pejorative connotation of „primitive 

psychism” to that of “dynamic and living synthesis of each society in which cultural specificity is 

included and civilizations are defined”. The research aims to approach the mentality from a 

historical perspective, analyzing the place of the collective mentality in history, as well as the role 

of the mentality in investigating the historical past, starting from the research perspectives that 

were launched in one of the most important epistemological projects of the twentieth century - the 

history of mentalities.  

The study of mentalities, in relation to the social imaginary, raises a complexity of problems 

due to their multidisciplinary character, the diversity of similarities and methodological tendencies 

that come together and oppose each other. In this sense, in the contemporary period, researchers' 

attention is again focused on investigating the imaginary, being willing to recognize its active 

historical role, its long denied intellectual legitimacy, and the weight it has in all human existence. 

A (post)modern science of the imaginary has to research visionary constructions in their quality 

of imaginary elaborations, which serve as cognitive lenses and symbolic and notional cuts of 

reality. In addition, the units from which they are assembled (images, symbols, myths, archetypal 

figures) make up the "bricks" of the phantom construction and form a true "imago-sphere", what 

Henry Corbin called mundus imaginalis. The relationship between man and the physical 

environment can no longer be conceived as an immediate relationship. As a result, humanity and 

the world meet on the extraordinarily complex interface of imaginary representations. 
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SYNERGISTIC ASPECTS OF HIGHER EDUCATION ORGANIZATION 

 

Florentin Paladi  

Moldova State University 

 

Being the only University in the Republic of Moldova until the early 1990s, Moldova State 

University (USM/MSU) was in the past and remains today the main institution of higher education 

and research in the Republic of Moldova. In order to maintain and strengthen these positions, it is 

important not only to choose and maintain the correct direction of the vector of institutional 

evolution, but also to maintain a sustained speed of development. Sometimes, for this it is 

necessary not only to be competent, but also brave in ensuring the irreversibility of the strategic 

objectives implemented, assuming the responsibilities of university management to ensure the 

combination of mission and objectives adopted in the University Charter, strengthening an 

organizational culture based on continuity of university traditions, quality synergy in education 

and research performance. We must also take into account the social mission of the modern 

university, which consists in transforming it into a center of educational resources and services 

offered to the community by attracting research results, knowledge and innovative ideas.  
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PRAGMATIC REASONS OF SOCIAL EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF 

MOLDOVA. THE STRATEGIES OF INSTITUTIONAL IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Eugenia Bogatu 

Moldova State University 

 

In this study we set out to analyze the institutional context and modalities according to which 

social education in the Republic of Moldova takes place after the 1990s. In the post-Soviet period, 

education in the Republic of Moldova went through continuous metamorphosis, implicitly also in 

the social education chapter. In this research we highlight that the political orientations that have 

passed through these three decades have also influenced educational policies in the country. It 

should be noted that the humanistic disciplines taught in the school have endured the most thematic 

reconfigurations. Thus, in primary, secondary education, and lyceum all these years students 

studied several subjects at the beginning of the post-Soviet period - Us and The Law, after 2001 - 

Civic Education, and starting in 2018 - Education for society. All these disciplines were and are 

meant to train the current and future citizens of the Republic of Moldova. In order to identify the 

state of affairs aimed at teaching social education in education in the Republic of Moldova – we 

have carried out a qualitative research on the disciplines Personal Development and Education for 

Society, taught to lyceum students. In the framework of qualitative research, carried out between 

April and May 2020, we have identified the themes, topics of major interest, specific to this age, 

which will be found in the textbooks for these two disciplines, as well as the identification of 

effective ways of organizing activities in the disciplines Personal Development and Education For 

Society. 

A determining factor, which we highlight in our study, is that the pragmatic reasons to be 

taken into account in the teaching of social education in educational institutions are of major 

importance. Effective actions, so important to the social context, are determined in the most direct 

sense by the role of rationality. And authentic, pragmatic rationality is developed through the 

dynamics of philosophical reflection. In educational institutions in the Republic of Moldova 

philosophical reflection could be developed both in the context of the study of ethics, logic and 

philosophy for children, as well as in the other humanities studied by students. These subjects are 

only to be approved by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of 

Moldova. Critical thinking could contribute to the development of pragmatic reasoning, in that it 

can support effective, authentic actions and options, both individually and socially. 
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SEMIOTIC MECHANISM OF VISUALIZING TEXTUAL INFORMATION 

 

Marine Aroshidze and Nino Aroshidze 

Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University, Georgia 

 

The 1990s marked the end of the Cold War and the destruction of the bipolar world, which 

led to the emergence of new trends in the development of the academic community. Along with 

the rapid pace of scientific and technological progress, creation of the online communities, an 

important factor that accelerated the exchange of knowledge in the field of the humanities was a 

change in the scientific paradigm and an increase in the relevance of cross-disciplinary researches. 

The scope and volume of the information processed on a daily basis has increased so 

dramatically that it stimulated semiotic mechanism of visualization of textual information. In 

recent past, verbal texts prevailed, and now visual means of information transmission have clearly 

become more active enabling to reduce the time of text perception, match the psychological pattern 

of the so-called “visual perceptors”, and facilitate mutual understanding of participants in 

intercultural dialogue. 

Information visualization was used to varying degrees in ancient times and played an 

auxiliary role. Modern technologies and the focus of the anthropocentric humanitarian paradigm 

on interdisciplinary research have made it possible to improve non-verbal means of transmitting 

information, which has led to the creation (or improvement) of a new type of hybrid texts. 

Paraphrasing a well-known statement, it can be argued that modern man lives in the world of 

creolized texts, which combine verbal and non-verbal means of expressing text information 

(advertising, newspaper digests, illustrated magazines, movies, song clips, etc.). 

The term visualization can be interpreted in two ways: in a narrow sense, visualization is 

understood as information expressed by a drawing, symbol, movie, etc., and in a broad sense, it is 

the use of signs of any non-verbal systems (color, font, number, etc.). A particular important one 

is the different mechanism of combining the verbal and non-verbal parts of the creolized text: 1) 

some of the information is expressed by verbal means, the other part - by non-verbal means (for 

example, a picture and a slogan in advertising); 2) the same information is repeated in the verbal. 

and in the non-verbal part of the text to enhance the impact of the impact (warning and picture on 

a pack of cigarettes for smokers); 3) the verbal part expresses new information, and the non-verbal 

part performs an intertextual function and refers the reader to another text (or vice versa). 

The functioning of creolized texts in the academic community (presentations of scientific 

reports, illustrative material, diagrams and tables with the obtained data, etc.) emphasizes not the 

transition from “text culture to image culture”, but about the predominance of a semiotically 

enriched type of text in which a combination of different sign systems facilitates the perception of 

textual information in a short time frame. 
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VISUALIZATION IN COMMUNICATION PRACTICES, HUMANITARIAN 

RESEARCH AND THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS 

 

Alla Papțova 

Comrat State University, Republic of Moldova 

 

Changing the meaning of visualization in culture is always an indicator of significant socio-

cultural transformations. The visualization of the word has become an important factor in the 

formation and development of civilization. The change of culture leads to a change of artistic 

vision. That is why M. McLuhan considers the appearance of printing an important stage in the 

development of visual communication. The twentieth century was the time of creating 

technologies for the direct preservation of audiovisual information without transforming it through 

signs (notes, scripts, etc.). The importance of visualization in culture has changed. These changes 

have manifested themselves in various spheres of culture. The differences between the two types 

of art (idealistic and realistic), identified by J. Ortega y Gasset, were erased in art. The use of 

symbols in everyday communication (road signs, etc.) is expanding. Visual art is being freed from 

being an illustration to a text.  

In post-socialist societies experiencing the process of deilogization, the importance of visual 

images - symbols is increasing. Now the opposition “friend-foe” is reflected in symbols, and not 

in political programs. The ambiguity of symbols allows you to organically include an irrational, 

sensual content in the process of knowledge exchange. The symbolic space, which is significant 

for society, has received an important resource for the development and maintenance of integrity 

— the virtual sphere. 

Progress in information technologies has allowed not only to optimize the process of 

knowledge exchange, but also to develop a special area of interdisciplinary knowledge – Digital 

Humanities (DH). The most important part of them is information and digital visualization ("data 

visualization"). 

Software products such as Breve and Palladio are being created to expand the possibilities 

of using data visualization technologies. An example of the use of data visualization technologies 

is the project «Mapping the Republic of Letters»", implemented in 2009-2016. 

The importance of visualization in the educational process is also changing. The use of 

presentations is actually mandatory in higher education. In pre-university education, the number 

of illustrations in educational materials is increasing, interactive whiteboards are used. The visual 

images are the subject of analysis in exam materials. 

The COVID-19 pandemic contributed to a sharp increase in the competence of participants 

in the educational process in the field of information technologies. This will be a factor in 

increasing the possibilities of using visual images in the near future. 
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THE IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION UPON THE MUSIC UNIVERSITIES AND 

INSTITUTIONS AND THE MUSIC INDUSTRY AS A TOOL OF GLOBAL 

INFLUENCE 

 

Ruxanda Cheibaș  

Moldova State University  

 

“The world has changed. I see it in the water. I feel it in the Earth. I smell it in the air. ” 

― J. R. R. Tolkien, Lord of the Rings  

 

The face of the world is changing, it is acquiring the forms it stimulated by its own initiative, 

via its own tools and methods. Descartes’s ”I think, therefore I am” changed into Barbara Kruger’s 

“I shop, therefore I am”, and then into Billie Eilish’s “You think that you're the man; I think, 

therefore, I am”, exposing the personality of humanity and its trail accurately. The transition to an 

open society happens indeed through globalisation, and one of its most effective tools is the Music 

Industry, a subject that is less discussed in academic environments. Within the music institutions 

themselves dramatic changes occur; needless to mention on this occasion, the impact these changes 

have over the collective taste, experience, demand, etc. No one plays the hurdy-gurdy anymore, 

but any millennial would know how to use the Garage Band App. It is crucial for this subject to 

be addressed so that in the midst of change, the power of music serves its purpose. Through 

philosophical means, and musical analysis, I intend to express the methods through which music 

has contributed to globalisation, how it transformed thorough the years, its advantages and 

disadvantages so that music will not suffer alienation from itself. Using a historical account, I 

would like to discuss how Western music impacted the various geopolitical locations and how 

effective the power of music is in this sense. 
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ETHICAL CHALLENGES IN THE UNIVERSITY ENVIRONMENT. ROMANIA AND 

THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA IN A EUROPEAN CONTEXT 

 

Lilian Ciachir  

University of Bucharest, Romania  

 

Both for Romania, as a member state of the European Union, and for the Republic of 

Moldova, as a signatory of the EU-Republic of Moldova Association Agreement, improving the 

quality of tertiary education (university and non-university) and access to it by a number of 

beneficiaries significantly higher than the current situation, was one of the major objectives to be 

achieved by 2020. If for Romania the goal set by EUROPA 2020 in this regard was that by 2020 

"... at least 40% of the young generation should have higher education "1, for the Republic of 

Moldova one of the specific objectives of the EDUCATION - 2020 strategy was "Increasing the 

participation in higher education in important fields for the socio-economic development of the 

country, so that the share of higher education graduates among the population aged 30 and 34 

years to reach 20% by 2020. ”2 

In addition to ensuring an adequate and internationally synchronized legislative framework 

and realistic funding, achieving these goals depends directly on the implementation of alternative 

forms of eLearning and Blended learning. 

Recent studies show that both in Romania and in the Republic of Moldova there are a large 

number of universities that use alternative forms of eLearning or Blended learning in ensuring the 

educational process, but without providing programs entirely or exclusively through them. 

As the use of alternative forms of eLearning or Blended learning is increasingly applicable 

in the curricula offered by universities in Romania and the Republic of Moldova, the ethical 

dimensions of the student-teacher relationship and responsibility for the quality of learning 

outcomes become a real challenge. 

The purpose of this study is to analyse the status quo of ethical challenges in ensuring the 

educational process through eLearning or Blended learning by higher education institutions in 

Romania and the Republic of Moldova and to suggest recommendations for solving existing or 

potential ethical problems in the delivery of programs through alternative forms of eLearning or 

blended learning. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
1 European Commission, Europe 2020: the European Union strategy for growth and employment, Brussels 2010, p. 

13. Document available at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:2020:FIN:en:PDF 

(accessed: 25.07.2021) 
2 Ministry of Education, EDUCAŢIA – 2020. STRATEGIA SECTORIALĂ DE DEZVOLTARE PENTRU ANII 

2014 – 2020, Chișinău 2014, p. 38. Document avalable at 

https://mecc.gov.md/sites/default/files/1_strategia_educatia-2020_3.pdf (accessed: 25.07.2021) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:2020:FIN:en:PDF
https://mecc.gov.md/sites/default/files/1_strategia_educatia-2020_3.pdf
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RESEARCH AND EDUCATION IN HUMANITIES IN THE POST-SOCIALIST 

CONTEXTS 

 

Alexandru Lupușor 

Moldova State University 

 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, higher education and humanities studies have 

experienced tremendous changes. Innovative ideas, analytical approaches and practices poured in 

a stream from the West to the post-Soviet space. Pluralism of doctrines and perceptions, 

methodologies, polyphony of judgments, alternatives, an interdisciplinary approach, the growing 

integrativeness of sciences in the study of man, society, of the modern world have become a reality 

in recent years. Censorship and samizdat - terms that sadly characterized an entire era in the social 

and humanistic knowledge – have remained in the past. Whole areas, considered under socialism 

regime as ‘bourgeois science”, have now turned out to be open for study and research. It began to 

develop wide international scientific contacts and academic cooperation. That is why it is not 

without reason to follow the correlation between the development of the humanistic research and 

the process of democratization in post-socialism.  

Changes in the humanities are symptomatic of major social changes. Nowadays, we live in 

a rapidly changing and truly contradictory world in which different trends are facing. In a rapidly 

changing and increasingly complex world, the humanities and social sciences are designed to 

learn, reveal, explain the nature of what is happening, anticipate future collisions and, if possible, 

prevent them. It turned out to be extremely significant correct and reliable display of the problems 

and social processes, since an adequate description and disclosure of social reality allows us to 

find ways to solve problems. The experience of this period shows that this mission could only be 

accomplished through collaboration in the field of humanities in post-socialist contexts. A 

prerequisite for effective humanitarian cooperation is the use of regionally oriented mechanisms, 

as well as a targeted approach and high coordination of actions. In this regard, it is of interest to 

recognize the main impediments and highlight the advantages of collaboration in the field of 

humanities in post-socialist contexts. 
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RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL AND ACADEMIC COSMOLOGIES: WHAT ARE THE 

COMPLEXITY REDUCING TECHNOLOGIES AND WHY WE CANNOT AVOID 

THEM? 

 

Andrei Colțea 

University of Shanghai, China 

 

This paper has the ambitious aim of trying to make its readers aware of the idea of 

‘complexity’ that is not only at the core of a paradigm shift in humanities, but also the source and 

purpose of a series of cultural mechanisms that aim at mitigating it. It is a statement of our 

cognitive limits and our (sometimes misguided) attempts to overcome them through religious 

systems, political ideologies, conspiracy theories and scientific paradigms, all of which can be 

referred to, following Giorgio Shani, as ‘cosmologies’, or beliefs regarding the ordered nature of 

the cosmos. In academia, what we call ‘humanities’ and social sciences are currently missing the 

non-reductionist approach and rigorous methodology that could produce reliable, verifiable 

results. This problem is further amplified by over-specialization and fragmentation, resulting in a 

pluriverse of narratives that are often irrelevant outside a narrow field. Employing a complexity-

based research framework, interdisciplinarity, interconnectedness (one of the perks of 

globalization) and a dehierarchization of academic institutions might represent solutions, but 

reaping the benefits of globalization could prove a challenge for many of us, whether politicians, 

religious leaders or academics, unless we aim for the impossible: truly understanding the world as 

complex, which could only result in the de-cosmologisation (or de-ideologization) of our 

worldviews. 
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ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES IN STUDYING THE PHENOMENON OF 

STALINIST DEPORTATIONS FROM THE MOLDAVIAN SSR (1940-1941, 1944-1953) 

 

Ludmila D. Cojocaru  

Moldova State University  

 

This communication highlights the efforts made by researchers from the Republic of 

Moldova, involved in scientific recovery of the memory of the totalitarian-communist regime 

victims in the Moldavian SSR (1940-1941, 1944-1953) in order to elucidate the subject. The 

theoretical documentation synchronized with recent western publications and the elaboration of a 

methodology connected to the historical-cultural context of the targeted space determined during 

the years 2010-2020 the building of an interdisciplinary database (oral history interviews, family 

archive documents, journals, photographs). The new sources included in the research horizon have 

prefigured unique research topics, prospective to elucidate previously shadowy issues – the daily 

life of deportations, traditions in the context of liminality, manifestations of the sacred and the 

profane, survival practices, loyalties and solidarity in times of crisis, etc. The communication will 

review the most representative research results conducted especially between 2018-2020 and will 

present their scientific potential for an anthropological approach to the theme. 
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METAHUMANISM AS A „SIMULACRUM” OF THE „IMAGO DEI” 

 

Mihail Duca  

Moldova State University  

 

The central theme of our epoch is that of all history – the fate of man. What is taking place in 

the world to-day is not a crisis of a humanism (that is a topic of secondary importance), but the 

crisis of humanity. We face the question, is that being to whom the future belongs to be called man, 

as previously, or something other? We are witnessing the process of dehumanization… 

This work written by Berdyaev about a century ago raises questions that not only haven’t lost 

their relevance but are increasingly outlined by new posthuman ideologies. The Russian 

philosopher consider that humanism is not able to stop the process of dehumanization, because it 

has never known what man really is. In this context, we could support and even justify certain 

criticisms brought to humanism by the numerous posthumanist, transhumanist, metahumanist or 

antihumanist movements. All the isms mentioned above, look at man as an open notion, which 

allows a deconstruction of old ideas and a potential overcoming of the actual human condition. 

The vector movements from humanism can be in different directions, - up or down, towards 

the idea of a God-man or beast-man, and as the author suggests, the path of those who move 

towards God-man is narrow and the path of those who move to the beast-man is wide. We have 

no intention to create a new kind of dualism, which, for the most part, is rightly criticized, 

specifically, by metahumanism. But it is obvious that binary relations will inevitably continue to 

exist especially when someone claims that they should not exist. 

Metahumanism wants to take us to a non-binary world, to a world with unlimited potentialities 

of a postanatomical body, of a metasexuality, of a radical pluralism - towards the beast-man. On 

the other hand, God-man brings humans back to the height from which he fell - to Imago Dei. 
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THE MAIN RELIGIOUS TRENDS IN THE MODERN POST-SOVIET SPACE 

 

Dina Barcari  

Moldova State University  

 

Postmodernity is characterized by the loss of the existential certainty of the past and the 

changes that take place in the imaginary about the world and that work on the basis of their own 

consistency and obviously satisfy the cognitive, axiological, affective, metaphysical or aesthetic 

needs of groups or individuals. 

In response to globalization and the information explosion, society has been plagued by a 

multitude of religious movements that have evolved from several closed countercultural groups to 

a phenomenon that has been dissolved in modern consumer culture. 

Shamanism of all forms, ancient mythologies, Asian religions and mystics, mystery cults, 

Jewish, Christian and Islamic monotheisms, gnoses, occult disciplines, philosophical metaphysics, 

scientific theories, artistic visions, etc. are some of these new religious movements that have 

penetrated with the radical changes that have taken place in the post-Soviet space from the end of 

the twentieth century to the beginning of the twenty-first century. 

Today, in the Republic of Moldova we encounter several religious denominations or spiritual 

denominations detached from the traditional ones, such as: the Falun-Gong spiritual movement, 

the Baha'i Krishna, Scientology, the 7th Reformed Adventists, etc. 

The presence of new religious movements in the Republic of Moldova demonstrates the 

influence of globalization on the religious landscape and that it is in a continuous process of 

pluralization and diversification. 
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EAST EUROPEAN SCIENCE' LIBERALIZATION AND THE CHANGE OF 

BALKANISTIC KNOWLEDGE: THE INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR FOR BALKAN 

STUDIES AT THE SOUTH-WEST UNIVERSITY 'NEOFIT RILSKI' AND NEW 

PARADIGMS IN THE 1990S 

 

Petar Vodenicharov, Kristina Popova, Anastasiya Pashova, Milena Angelova, Nurie 

Muratova and Mariyana Piskova  

South-West University „Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria 

 

The political changes in Eastern Europe in 1989 changed also the frameworks for academic 

exchange between East and West. The science’s organizational structures remained but part of the 

former power relationships were changed. The growing interest in the West toward Eastern Europe 

also offered a lot of new possibilities for students and scholars from Eastern Europe to take part in 

research or educational projects, academic meetings or to study and work abroad. The new 

situation offered much more space for free initiatives, for informal contacts as well as for 

publications. The digital revolution in the early 1990es made those contacts easier. In this situation 

the International Seminar for Balkan Studies at the South-East University ‘Neofit Rilski’ was 

founded in 1990. In 1991 its journal ‘Balkanistic Forum’ was prepared to start in 1992. The main 

goal of the new seminar was not only to organize regular international meetings and dialogs of 

scholars from the Balkan and other European countries but also to encourage interdisciplinary 

approaches as well as to discuss together new research methods, projects and theories. During the 

academic exchange in the next years a lot of new initiatives were born. Many of them like the 

yearly International Historical Anthropology course which started in 1994 remained sustainable 

forms of international collaboration. The paper tries to reveal the first steps, the difficulties, and 

the results of this successful collaboration in the 1990es and its importance for the wider academic 

exchange in the next years. 
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MACEDONIAN HUMANITIES AND KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE WITH THE 

BLACK SEA REGION (ASPECTS AND NETWORKS) 

 

Biljana Ristovska-Josifovska  

Institute of National History, Skopje, Macedonia 

 

After the independence of the Macedonian state from the Yugoslav Federation in 1991, new 

processes began in order to break the ties with the previous system, as well as to reconsider and 

redefine some historical interpretations. The collapse of the socialist system and the beginning of 

the so-called transition period brought new trends. The idea of a pluralistic society and an 

independent state was born in the intensified student movement and in the progressive Macedonian 

intellectual elite with reformist and national demands, by promoting the freedom of information 

and ideas. In that context, the organized studies of history were intensified in the years since 

independence through a series of public and new private higher education as well as research 

institutions and associations. The scientific interest of this topic will be on the networks and aspects 

in interdisciplinary research in the field of Macedonian humanities, focusing on the work of 

historians and their involvement in scientific projects and publications, as well as cooperation in 

various scientific fields (ethnology, language etc.). Emphasis will be put to the long-term 

cooperation between the Macedonia academic institutions and the national academic institutions 

from the Black Sea Region, especially the Slavistic studies through organizing a scientific 

exchange and joint research that resulted in scientific projects, meetings, publications and journals, 

aiming to support the existing networks or to establish new ones. 
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REORGANIZATION PROCESSES IN UNIVERSITIES AND THE ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCES OF AZERBAIJAN IN THE POST-SOVIET PERIOD 

 

Irada Baghirova 

Azerbaijan National Academy of Science 

 

The classical view of universities operating in Soviet times was based on their definition as 

an educational institution that provides higher professional education, as well as carrying out 

scientific activities. In the capital of each republic there was one university and other higher 

educational institutions, whose graduates were not allowed to teach at the university. This picture 

was also typical for Azerbaijan, where there was a university founded before the Sovietization, in 

1919, during the first democratic republic (1918-1920). In 1919, it was called Baku State 

University (BSU), continued its activities in Soviet times under the name of Azerbaijan State 

University, and after the collapse of the USSR, it returned its former name - BSU. Research at 

universities came second after teaching and was carried out to obtain a Ph.D. or doctoral degree, 

which contributed to career growth and salary increases. Although there were exceptions, when 

university research in terms of quality was not inferior, and sometimes even exceeded academic. 

After the collapse of the USSR, the number of universities increased significantly, 

practically all higher educational institutions began to be called universities. Currently, there are 

39 universities in Azerbaijan, of which 26 are located in Baku and 13 in the regions. Private 

universities with full tuition fees have appeared; in state universities, some students also study on 

a paid basis. 

If at the first stages of Soviet power the function of a scientific institution was carried out by 

the Baku University, then already in 1935 the Azerbaijan branch of the USSR Academy of 

Sciences became the center of scientific research, and in 1945 - the Azerbaijan Academy of 

Sciences. After gaining independence, it was renamed into the Academy of Sciences of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, and since 2003 - into the National Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan 

(ANAS). During the period of independence, five presidents of ANAS have been replaced. With 

the collapse of the USSR, Azerbaijani science has undergone a serious crisis associated with both 

the loss of previous funding and the drain of highly qualified personnel to other spheres of activity 

and to foreign countries. In the 90s, academic institutes worked according to the old Soviet scheme, 

and only in the early 2000s, reforms began, associated with both the gradation of scientific degrees 

and the improvement of the quality of research adopted in the international scientific community. 
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DEALING WITH THE PAST IN POST-COMMUNIST ROMANIA: WESTERN 

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER AND LOCAL APPROACHES 

 

Claudia-Florentina Dobre 

Nicolae Iorga Institute of History, Bucharest, Romania 

 

After the fall of communism in Romania, academic researchers face the dilemma of dealing 

with the past in the absence of the communist ideology. Researchers studying antiquity, Middle 

Ages or modern times adopted the interwar nationalist approach or even kept the national-

communist one. For those interested in the communist times, new perspectives were needed. 

Therefore, they turned to the West for inspiration. They adopted new methodologies and theories 

in order to make sense of a regime which lasted for 45 years and transformed the society.  

Adapting the Western knowledge and its good practices, Romanian scholars have studied 

the communist past from several angles: from the standpoint of the transitional justice studies, 

which looked at the victims-perpetrators relationship with the postcommunist state; from the truth 

Commission type of approach, which highlighted the negative parts of the communist system, 

researchers joining other public actors in condemning the regime as `criminal and illegitimate`; 

from everyday life perspective, which emphasized common people representations of 

communism; and from memorial studies standpoint, which focussed on various aspects of the 

memory of communism in Romania. 

My presentation will describe these trends, and highlight theirs achievements and general 

outcomes. I will focus mainly on the impact of the Western academic perspectives on researchers 

dealing with the past, and especially with the communist regime. Furthermore, I shall illustrate my 

presentation with spectacular cases of knowledge transfer which impacted not only the academic 

milieus, but also the decisions taken by public actors and politicians.  
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BOOKS FROM THE SHELVES IN THE HAND: THE STUDY OF THE ARMENIAN 

BOOK COLLECTION AT THE ADJARA MUSEUM 

 

Anush Sargsyan, Ani Shahnazaryan and Ani Yenokyan  

Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts, Yerevan, Armenia 

 

Handwritten and Old Printed Books are windows to the past and their study leads to 

important literary, historical, socio-cultural insights. The Adjara Museum preserves 32 Armenian 

Manuscripts and 12 Old Printings dating from the 17th–19th centuries. The collection originated 

from the Armenian communities of the Black Sea region (Ardvin and Trabzon). The main part of 

the book covers Christian devotional and liturgical books. 

In this topic, we will present the case studies of the Armenian Manuscripts and Old printings within 

three parts. In the first part, we will discuss the history of the collection: from pre-Soviet to post-

Soviet period of the collection/s, text study, mobility of the books by region. In the second part, 

we will implement the new methodology of the collection. In the third part, we will analyze the 

books within the framework of new methods and digital tools and the mapping system.  
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THE CATALOGUE OF HAND-WRITTEN COLOPHONS AND LIBRARY NOTES OF 

ARMENIAN OLD PRINTED BOOKS AND ITS ELECTRONIC DATABASE 

 

Knarik Sargsyan 

Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts, Yerevan, Armenia 

 

In my presentation will be presented the custom of writing colophons, which used to be 

widespread in the Armenian medieval writing world, as well as the source material derived from 

the handwritten colophons and library notes existing on the pages of the Armenian old printed 

books.The significance of this paper lies in three primary areas: 

• to present the contemporary libraries and the current methods of providing material in the 

libraries; 

• to show how to make access to the handwritten colophons of the old printed books easier and 

more convenient for the researchers with the help of information technology tools; 

• to create an electronic database of the colophons with Greenstone program, where the structure 

and methodology of developing the database will be presented. 
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THE NEW CONTEXT OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION: 

DEFINING SOCIO-HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES, RISKS AND PROBLEMS FOR 

BLACK SEA REGION COUNTRIES 

 

Valentina Teosa 

Moldova State University 

 

During the last two decades became evident the change in the balance of power in the Black 

Sea region, the reformatting of existing alliances and the articulation of the geopolitical interests 

of all individual and collective regional and non-regional players in accordance with the new 

established international context.  

Scholars from different fields of social science such as philosophy, anthropology, history 

and arts, political science, economy, law and others demonstrated a constant interest in the study 

of the different aspects of the Black Sea region evolution, contributing to the conceptualization of 

the new geopolitics of this region, to the analysis of the acute problems of forming regional 

cooperation, approaches and strategies of individual actors in implementing national and collective 

interests in the region.  

Moreover, significant events of the last decades and new geopolitical realities have caused 

the need to revise various theoretical approaches to the definition and content of such concepts as 

"regional policy", “regional security”, “regional peace”, “regional cooperation”, “regional 

partnership”. Importance of regional military and economic collaboration was enlarged with 

understanding of new accents on energy and ecology problems solution collaboration, as well as 

enriched with new vision of social and humanitarian problematics in regional agenda including 

the new goals, main directions and factors of its influence, based on a detailed study of the 

interdisciplinary theory and practical policies of the Black Sea regional old and new actors, 

approaches and strategies of international organizations in this region.  

Last but not at least, is important to highlight importance of the Black Sea regional studies 

dedicated contemporary interstate relations for determining the priorities and perspectives of 

Moldova's foreign policy in this area for the stable socio-economic development and security of 

the country. 
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TOWARDS THE BUILDING OF A BLACK SEA SECURITY SYSTEM: CHALLENGES 

AND PROSPECTS 

 

Alla Kondrasheva and Stavris Parastatov  

Pyatigorsk State Linguistic University, Russia 

 

The collapse of the Soviet Union caused a huge number of regional security challenges from 

the Baltics to Central Asia. The weakened power of Moscow in the late 80s has given free rein to 

many conserved contradictions and conflicts, usually interethnic and territorial. The Black Sea 

region has occupied a special place among the aggravated security challenges and continues to 

occupy today due to its extreme geopolitical significance. 

Currently, such unresolved problems as the legal status of Transnistria, Crimea and 

Abkhazia, as well as the related issues of the legal status of some waters of the Black Sea, are 

characterized by extreme complexity and low probability of resolution. The same issues largely 

determine the current discourse of Russia's relations with the Western countries, which makes it 

possible to speak of the glocalization of security challenges in the Black Sea region. 

The events of 2014 in Ukraine have seriously aggravated relations between Russia and the 

collective West represented by the EU and NATO. As a result, the level of militarization of the 

region has greatly increased. 

All this acts as a stumbling block in the issue of building an effective security system in the 

Black Sea region. To normalize relations between Black Sea coastal states, as well as relations 

between Russia and Western countries, great efforts and the ability to compromise on a number of 

issues are required. This, in turn, requires a comprehensive analysis of the factors and conditions 

necessary for the construction of the security system in the region. 
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SOCIAL AND HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF MOLDOVA’S FOREIGN POLICY IN 

BLACK SEA REGION: NATIONAL INTERESTS AND INTERSTATE RELATIONS 

FROM ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE 

 

Augustin Zapuhlih and Liubovi Filatieva 

Moldova State University 

 

From the perspective of the international collaboration the Black Sea region occupies a 

strategically important place, where, in addition to security, economic and energy interests, are 

presented acute social-humanitarian problems rooted in post-Soviet conflicts and ethnic 

differences. Also the region is characterized by huge migratory flows of population, as a result of 

problems with living standards. The abundance of social programs and platforms for cooperation 

between the countries of the Black Sea region emphasizes the relevance of studying of the 

role&place of social and humanitarian aspects of actors regional cooperation. 

The importance of the topic in the context of foreign policy indicates that the Republic of 

Moldova is a full-fledged participant in the Black Sea space collaboration. Humanitarian 

cooperation will enable the Republic of Moldova to eliminate and hidden risks in the building of 

social peace, creation preconditions for the country integrity and increasing of standard of living 

of the population, as well as in other areas of social life and democracy promotion on the way of 

Europeanization.  

So, efficiency of the national foreign policy is in its presents by the aspects of the socio-

humanitarian Black Sea cooperation and its impact on the existing challenges and risks for the 

Republic of Moldova. In this context is important new approach to identification of the socio-

humanitarian problems and risks for the Black Sea region countries at the present stage; 

demonstration the social and humanitarian aspects of Moldova’s foreign policy in the Black Sea 

region through the national and interstate relations and assumption of the main trends and 

prospects for the Republic of Moldova social development within the framework of the Black Sea 

regional cooperation.  


